
May 20, 2025 
The Honorable Robert Aderholt 
Chair 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies 
 
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito 
Chair 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on  
Labor, Health and Human Services,  
Education, and Related Agencies  
 
The Tammy Baldwin 

Ranking Member 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies 

Ranking Member 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies 

 
 
Dear Chair Aderholt, Ranking Member DeLauro, Chair Capito, and Ranking Member Baldwin,  

As 428 organizations, institutions, and advocates committed to promoting the postsecondary 
success of college students with children, we are writing to express our strong support for robust 
funding for the Child Care Access Means Parents in School (CCAMPIS) Program in the next 
Appropriations bill, on the way toward investing the $500 million annually needed for the 
program. CCAMPIS offers vital support for the participation and success of low-income parents 
in postsecondary education through the provision of subsidized child care and is widely 
recognized as one of the most important supports for parenting college students. Nearly four 
million college students in the United States are parents of dependent children, representing 
more than one in five undergraduates and more than 1 in 4 Pell Grant recipients. 

Parenting students are striving to provide a better life for themselves and their children. 
Unfortunately, they also face acute financial, work, and caregiving demands that can complicate 
their ability to earn a postsecondary credential. The many challenges they face balancing child 
care, academics, work, and precarious finances can often become barriers to their ability to 
persist in higher education. Data from the Gallup-Lumina Student Study demonstrate that 
parenting students are more likely to cancel or pause their educational journeys than students 
without children. 

CCAMPIS removes barriers to student success. Data from the U.S. Department of Education 
show that parenting students with access to reliable and affordable childcare through CCAMPIS 
have a persistence rate of 75%. Increasing CCAMPIS funding to $500 million in the 
Labor-HHS-ED appropriations bill would ensure that roughly 75,000 more parenting 
college students, approximately 6 percent of Pell-eligible parenting students with children 
under 5, receive the child care assistance they need to continue their educational journeys 
and be successful in college.   

As is highlighted in the recently passed S. Res. 839 designating September as National Student 
Parent Month, parenting students are a growing student population, uniquely motivated to excel 
in their programs of study despite the many challenges they face. Many of these parenting 
students are balancing college and parenting without the support of a spouse or partner, with 54 
percent of single mothers also working 20 hours or more and 43 percent working 30 hours or 

https://news.gallup.com/opinion/gallup/328970/college-student-caregivers-likely-stop-classes.aspx
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/overview/budget/budget25/justifications/w-highered.pdf
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/services/files/5DDF692D-606F-47FB-BEBE-2C32DBA5234E
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/services/files/5DDF692D-606F-47FB-BEBE-2C32DBA5234E


more per week, on top of their course load. Parenting students are more likely than other students 
to live in poverty and incur substantial student debt—mainly due to the high cost of child care. 
One in four parenting students experience food or housing insecurity, and an overwhelming 
majority of parenting students say that child care is not affordable.  Parenting students also spend 
significant time providing care, with 21 percent of community college students spending more 
than 20 hours per week caring for dependents, according to the 2020 Community College Survey 
of Student Engagement. 

CCAMPIS puts child care within financial reach. According to a recent survey of roughly 23,000 
parenting students, 70 percent of respondents reported that their child care arrangement was 
unaffordable. While the median price of child care for all parenting students was around $500 a 
month, CCAMPIS funds kept the median cost for child care around $160 a month for 
low-income parenting students. This significant cost difference could impact whether a student 
persists and completes their program of study or has to withdraw. Helping parenting students 
succeed in their postsecondary and career goals has a long-term and larger impact. Research 
shows that a $3,000 increase in a parent’s earnings during early childhood yields a 17 percent 
increase in a [BM3] child’s future earnings, providing dividends for the family unit and the 
American economy. 

The CCAMPIS program is the only federal program dedicated to providing child care assistance 
for low-income students in postsecondary settings. Other available child care assistance, such as 
subsidies provided through the Child Care and Development Block Grant, are helpful sources of 
support but can be challenging for parenting students to access due to restrictive eligibility rules, 
wait lists, and limited funding. 

Support from CCAMPIS enables students to persist toward and complete postsecondary 
credentials critical to their families’ economic well-being, which are associated with various 
multigenerational benefits. Scaling up this program to serve a more significant percentage of 
Pell-eligible students with young children, improving their chances of postsecondary success.  

While we are thankful Congress has invested in CCAMPIS in recent years, allowing more 
parenting students to access much-needed affordable and reliable child care, we are deeply 
concerned that the Administration's proposed FY2026 budget would eliminate the program, 
creating a devastating impact on thousands of parenting students' ability to stay in school. We ask 
you to continue to support CCAMPIS and include a robust increase in funding for the CCAMPIS 
Program in the next Labor-H appropriations bill, toward the $500 million needed.  

 
Sincerely, 

Today's Students Coalition 
American Society for Emergency 
Contraception 
Ascend at the Aspen Institute 
Associated Students Inc., California State 
University Dominguez Hills Child 
Development Center 

AZ Students Association 
Brain Parenting Scholars 
Branching Futures LLC 
Bread for the World 
Bruin Parenting Scholars 
Bunker Hill Community College  
CA Alliance for Student Parent Success 

https://hope.temple.edu/research/hope-center-basic-needs-survey/2023-2024-student-basic-needs-survey-report
https://hope.temple.edu/research/hope-center-basic-needs-survey/2023-2024-student-basic-needs-survey-report
https://cccse.org/sites/default/files/SENSE_COVID.pdf
https://cccse.org/sites/default/files/SENSE_COVID.pdf
https://higherlearningadvocates.quorum.us/campaign/45309/
https://inequality.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/PathwaysWinter11_Duncan.pdf
https://inequality.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/PathwaysWinter11_Duncan.pdf


Calaveras Child Care Council 
California Competes 
Campaign for College Opportunity 
Campus Compact  
Center for Child and Family Studies 
Center for Law and Social Policy 
Center for WorkLife Law 
City College of San Francisco’s Family 
Resource Center 
Clearinghouse on Women's Issues 
Coalition of California Welfare Rights 
Organizations, Inc. 
Community Food Bank of San Benito 
County 
Complete College America 
Council for Adult and Experiential Learning 
Early Childhood Learning School at UC 
Davis 
Early Edge California 
Education Trust 
Feminist Majority Foundation 
First Focus Campaign for Children 
FirstGen Forward 
Generation Hope 
Healthy Teen Network 
Hildreth Institute 
Hunger Free Vermont 
Institute for Child Development and Family 
Relations 
Institute for Higher Education Policy 
Institute for Women's Policy Research 
Jeremiah Program 
Jobs for the Future 
John Burton Advocates for Youth 
LeadMN 
Maddy Day LLC & Associates 
Maryland Hunger Solutions 
Michigan State University Student Parent 
Resources Center 
Micronesian Islander Community 
Mount Mary University 
Mount Wachusett Community College: 
Child Watch Service 
NASPA - Student Affairs Administrators in 
Higher Education 
National Association of State Student Grant 

and Aid Programs 
National Women's Law Center 
New America Higher Education Program 
NM Basic Needs Consortium 
One Family 
Parent Voices California 
People Beyond Borders 
PERG Learning 
Pregnant Scholar Initiative 
Raise the Barr 
Save the Children 
SchoolHouse Connection 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville 
Student Basic Needs Coalition 
Student Parent Help Center University of 
Minnesota 
Student Veterans of America 
Student Helping Oz Peers 
Students with Dependents Program 
Swipe out Hunger 
Teamer Strategy Group 
The Hope Center for Student Basic Needs 
The Institute for College Access & Success 
The Jed Foundation 
The Pregnant Scholar 
The Well-being Matters 
Towson University Child Care Center 
UAspire 
UC Davis Arboretum and Public Garden 
Teaching Nursery 
UC Irvine Basic Needs Center 
UC Irvine, Womxn's Center for Success 
UIC CCAMPIS/Little Sparks Program 
University of California Student Association 
UPCEA 
University of Hawaii at Mamoa Student 
Parents 
UWM Children's Learning Center 
Vermont Foodbank 
 
Washington State Community College Basic 
Needs Navigator 
Washington's Postsecondary Basic Needs 
Coalition 
Women Employed 

Individuals 



Derek Abeln 
Lizbeth Abeln 
Aldenia Abrego 
Shone Adams 
Andrea Aguilar 
Maria Aguilar 
Valerie Aguilar 
Jonathan Aldaco 
Keri Alioto 
Nedaa Aljalab 
Tee Allen 
AnnMarie Alvarez 
Sion An 
Hannah Anderson 
Diana Aramburu 
Mia Arellano-Garcia 
Rodrigo Arenas 
Natalie Arevalo 
Xochitl Armién 
Sierra Armien Funk 
Uma Armien Funk 
Brittany Armstrong 
Lina Awad 
Andaleeb Awwad 
Olivia Badalamenti 
Natalie Balleto 
Antoinette Banks 
Brenda  Barajas 
Sydney Barnes 
Amanda Beld 
Kayleigh Bird 
Pamela Blanco 
Goby Breeden 
Gianna  Brocchini 
Alison Brooks 
LaShonda Bruce 
Brianna Buck 
Riley Cade 
Olivia Cadena 
Vanessa Camberos 
Megan Campbell 
Joselin Campos 
Jessica Carden 
Delilah Carrasco 

Mariana Carrola 
Amanda Carter 
Eve Castellanos 
Gladis Castillo 
Kenia Castillo 
Kathy Castillo Escutia 
Jorge Castro 
Miguel Castro 
Monica Caudillo 
Jannet Ceja 
Simona Celik 
Jesseca Chatman 
Claudia Chavez 
Yu Hsuan Chiu 
Elizabeth Cisneros 
Isaac Clark 
Alec Colchico 
Andi Contreras 
Gina Cook 
Marilu Cortes 
Victoria Cortez 
Karlie Cruz 
Yesenia Cruz 
Robert Cunningham 
Rebecca Dabbs-Maclean 
Sarah Dahlen 
Nathan Daniels 
Amber Davenport 
Monica  Davis 
Suzy Davtian 
Aiko De Arth 
Emma De Beuckelaer 
Anthony Diaz 
Whitney Donielson 
Juliana Drown 
Leah Adams-Curtis 
Tayla Easterla 
Elizabeth Ebel 
Jasmin Escalante 
Ardis Eschenberg 
Yessenia Espinoza 
Monique Estrada 
Thalia Ferguson 
Deo Ferrer 



Deo Ferrer 
Riley Fette 
Rachel Fischer 
Brenda Flores 
Benjamin Fong 
Ivette Frutos 
Greg Funk 
Sharon Funk 
Andrew Garcia 
Andy Garcia 
Maria Garcia 
Liliana Gaytan 
Katie Georgely 
Kathleen Glancey 
Ofelia Godina 
Jeanna Gonzalez 
Jennifer Gonzalez 
James Goodrich 
Bri Grosskopf 
Giovvana Guerrero 
Lambda Gullett 
Jillian Hall 
Jessica Hallstrom 
Caleb Hampton 
Jackie Hansen 
Emily Harding 
Lindsey Hardy 
Schinal Harrington 
Schinal Harrington 
Lucia Hau 
Brennan Havens 
Crystal Hernande 
Karina Hernandez 
Sheyla Hernandez 
Azael Herrarte 
Lori Herrera 
Anne Hofmann 
Monique Holbert 
Julia Holland 
Andrew Hua 
Linda Hudson 
Jillian Hurley 
Hilda Hurtado 
Vanessa Ibarra Martinez 

Alma Ibarra-Diaz 
Natalia Iniguez 
Vivian Inzunza 
Oswaldo Iturbide 
Evelyn Jaime 
Andrew James-McClure 
Jessi Jarrin 
Alejandra Jimenez 
Erika Jimenez 
Danyelle Jones 
Deandra Jones 
Deja Jones 
Dwayne Jones 
Katarina Knighton 
Catie Kocian 
Anne-Marie Krumrei 
Malak Kudaimi 
Kimberly Kull 
Kareena Kumar 
Kristina Lai 
Nathalie Larsen 
Claire Laughlin 
Bridget Lee 
Vickie LeFlore 
Justyce Leyva 
Vanessa Lieberman 
Melissa Lo 
Hilary Lobenstein 
Brianna Loera 
Gabriela Loera 
Melissa Loeza 
Sandamali Lokuhitige 
Dehonira Lopez 
Lucrecia Lopez 
Celena Lozano 
Emely Lugo 
Danielle Lutman 
Ana Machado Perez 
Fidel Machado Perez 
Lucia Machado Perez 
Sofia Machado Perez 
Marita Madeloni 
Abigail Madrid 
Laurie Magulac 



Diana Malarchik 
Darlene Maldonado 
Ryan Manriquez 
Xave Markey 
Paul Marland 
Christa Martin 
David Martinez 
Ashley Mason 
Tiana Mastrella 
Douglas McBride 
Colleen McKenna 
Brenda Medina 
Hope Medina 
Emily Meineke 
Esmeralda Melendez 
Jillian Mensah 
Iran Mercado 
Jade Meshew 
Florencia Milito 
Katharine Moffat 
Kristen Mok 
Ashley Moncrief 
Florisel Montes 
Heather Moon 
Juliana Mora 
Nicole Moreno 
Matthew Mouw 
Jaden Muller 
Alane Nava 
Camille Nava 
Maria Navarro Mojica 
Melissa Nelson 
Tran Nguyen 
Aidan Nilsson 
Sebrina Valdez 
Noah Valdez 
Melissa Norris 
Yadira Nunez 
Megan O’Shea-Enderton 
Janet Obeso 
Lauren Olivas 
Mariana Olivo 
Gustav Oppermann 
Lena Oren 

Kayla ORTIZ 
Luis Ortiz 
Paula Ortiz 
Lilly Ottello 
Rama Ouattara 
Laura Padilla 
Lysa Padilla 
Leslie Palacios 
Brent Palmer 
Naomi Panjaitan 
Grace Paradis 
Fidel Perez 
JoAnna Perez 
Stefanie Perez 
Paola Pérez Huerta 
Kayleigh Perkov 
Angelina Petersen 
Emma Petersen 
Joanne Poehlman 
Shado Pope 
Joe Proudman 
Sandra Proudman 
Megan Purdome 
Aeon Purisima 
Brandon Quinones 
Carolynn Quinones 
Monica Quinones 
Emily Qvistgaard 
Ana Ramirez 
Gracelyn Ramirez 
Rhiannon Ramkissoon 
Brittney Randolph 
Marisa Raya 
Bertha Reynoso 
Lori Rhea 
Dinora Richardson 
Daniel Rivas 
Isaias Rivera 
Aprilmarie Robertson 
Estephanie Rodriguez 
Salma Rodriguez 
Trina Rodriguez 
Paulina Rojas 
Melissa Romero 



Valeria Romero 
Kayla Ronzone 
Brenda  Ruan 
Sydney Rudolph 
Janet Ruelas-Nava 
Ebeny Salazar 
Melissa Saldana 
Victoria Salemme 
Celeste Salinas 
Anne Saltel 
Maris Samsel 
Evelyn Sanchez 
Lilly Sanchez 
Maria Sanchez 
Charlotte Sangermano 
Cynthia Santana 
Angelina Saucedo 
Reina Sausedo 
Enrique Seward Limon 
Valerie Shepard, Senior Analyst, UCLA 
Recreation 
Malak Silmi 
Michelle Smalley 
Kelly Smith 
Sebastian Smith 
Stephani Smith 
Hayley Snyder 
Annamaria Solis 
Jorge Solis 
Debra Sorenson 
Daniyel Souza-Wiggins 
Margaux Stanitsas 
Hannah Sternig 
Ariana Tamez 
ChengEn Tan 
Brianna Taylor 
Lindsay Taylor 
Damieka Thomas 
Madeline Thompson 
Dalia Torres 
Krystle Torres 
Adela Trinidad 
Malachi Tucker 
Danielle Turley 

Kelly Twibell 
Mandy Vachon 
Jessica Valencia 
Antonio Valencia Gallardo 
Alexis Valenzuela 
Faith Van Putten 
Amy Van Schagen 
Rosa Varela Garcia 
Brenda Vargas 
Areli Vega 
Jorge Ventura 
Karina Ventura 
Rodolfo Villa 
Paola Villanueva 
Estela Villarreal 
Breana  Walker 
John Wallace 
Samantha Wang 
Jalen Ward 
Candy Weaver 
Marissa Weiss 
Jennifer Whedbee 
Zack Whedbee 
Julia Whitmer 
Brittany Williams 
Heather Willoughby 
Ada Wu 
Wankun Xie 
Adrianna Ybarra 
Donna Ybarra 
Thomas Ybarra 
Abigail Young 
Valerie Zayas 
Crystal Zelinske 
 


