
April 3, 2026 
 
The Honorable Robert Aderholt 
Chair 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies 
 
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito 
Chair​
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on ​
Labor, Health and Human Services, ​
Education, and Related Agencies  
 
The Tammy Baldwin 

Ranking Member 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies 

Ranking Member 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Labor, Health and Human Services,​
Education, and Related Agencies 

 
 
Dear Chair Aderholt, Ranking Member DeLauro, Chair Capito, and Ranking Member Baldwin,  

As 80 organizations and institutions, and 177 advocates committed to promoting the 
postsecondary success of college students with children, we are writing to express our strong 
support for robust funding for the Child Care Access Means Parents in School (CCAMPIS) 
Program in the next Appropriations bill, on the way toward investing the $500 million annually 
needed for the program and include language requiring the Department of Education to use the 
funds as intended by Congress. CCAMPIS offers vital support for the participation and success 
of low-income parents in postsecondary education through the provision of subsidized child care 
and is widely recognized as one of the most important supports for parenting college students. 
Over four million college students in the United States are parents, representing nearly one in 
five undergraduates and more than one in four Pell Grant recipients. 

Parenting students are striving to provide a better life for themselves and their children. 
Unfortunately, they also face acute financial, work, and caregiving demands that can complicate 
their ability to earn a postsecondary credential. The many challenges they face balancing child 
care, academics, work, and precarious finances can  become barriers to their ability to persist in 
higher education. Investing in student parents to support their college completion can generate a 
return on investment through decreased public benefit spending and tax revenue gains.  

CCAMPIS removes barriers to student success. Data from the U.S. Department of Education 
show that parenting students with access to reliable and affordable childcare through CCAMPIS 
have a persistence rate of 75%. Increasing CCAMPIS funding to $500 million in the 
Labor-HHS-ED appropriations bill would ensure that roughly 75,000 more parenting 
college students, approximately 6 percent of Pell-eligible parenting students with children 
under 5, receive the child care assistance they need to stay enrolled and earn their 
postsecondary credential.   

Parenting students are a growing student population, uniquely motivated to excel in their 
programs of study despite the many challenges they face. Many of these parenting students are 
balancing college and parenting without the support of a spouse or partner, with 54 percent of 
single mothers also working 20 hours or more and 43 percent working 30 hours or more per 

https://www.urban.org/research/publication/taxpayer-benefits-supporting-student-parents
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/about/overview/budget/budget25/justifications/w-highered.pdf


week, on top of their course load. Parenting students are more likely than other students to live in 
poverty and incur substantial student debt—mainly due to the high cost of child care. One in four 
parenting students experience food or housing insecurity, and an overwhelming majority of 
parenting students say that child care is not affordable.   

CCAMPIS puts child care within financial reach and keeps students enrolled. According to a 
recent survey that included over 17,000 parenting students, 86 percent of respondents reported 
that their child care arrangement was unaffordable, and among those who previously stopped out 
and later re-enrolled, 45% reported that one reason for leaving college was due to childcare. 
These funds cut the cost of childcare by over two-thirds a month for low-income parenting 
students. This significant cost difference could impact whether a student persists and completes 
their program of study or has to withdraw. Helping parenting students succeed in their 
postsecondary and career goals has a long-term and larger impact. Research shows that a $3,000 
increase in a parent’s earnings during early childhood yields a 17 percent increase in a child’s 
future earnings, providing dividends for the family unit and the American economy. 

The CCAMPIS program is the only federal program dedicated to providing child care assistance 
for low-income students in postsecondary settings. Other available child care assistance, such as 
subsidies provided through the Child Care and Development Block Grant, are helpful sources of 
support but can be challenging for parenting students to access due to restrictive eligibility rules, 
wait lists, and limited funding. 

Support from CCAMPIS enables students to persist toward and complete postsecondary 
credentials critical to their families’ economic well-being, which are associated with various 
multigenerational benefits. Scaling up this program to serve a more significant percentage of 
Pell-eligible students with young children, improving their chances of postsecondary success.  

We appreciate the continued inclusion of bill language waiving the CCAMPIS statutory 
maximum grant cap, which is essential to support the work of colleges and universities and their 
child care providers, especially at under-resourced institutions. We also appreciate the report 
language that directs the Department to require grantees to collect data on the number of 
parenting students enrolled at the institution, and to conduct a new grant competition. We urge 
Congress to maintain both the bill and report language for FY27. 

  
We also encourage you to cosponsor and pass the bipartisan Understanding Student Parent 
Outcomes Act to require all colleges and universities to collect data on the number of parenting 
students they serve and their child care needs. This essential legislation would make it easier to 
identify whether and how many parenting students need support at the campus level, so that 
federal, state, and institutional resources can be allocated most effectively.  
 
We are thankful for Congress’s continued investment in CCAMPIS, allowing more parenting 
students to access much-needed affordable and reliable child care. We ask you to continue to 
support CCAMPIS in the FY 27 Labor-H appropriations bill and include a robust increase in 
funding moving the program toward the $500 million needed.  

​
 

https://hope.temple.edu/research/hope-center-basic-needs-survey/2023-2024-student-basic-needs-survey-report
https://hope.temple.edu/research/hope-center-basic-needs-survey/2023-2024-student-basic-needs-survey-report
https://hope.temple.edu/research/hope-center-basic-needs-survey/2023-2024-student-basic-needs-survey-report
https://inequality.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/PathwaysWinter11_Duncan.pdf
https://inequality.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/PathwaysWinter11_Duncan.pdf
https://inequality.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/PathwaysWinter11_Duncan.pdf
https://inequality.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/PathwaysWinter11_Duncan.pdf


Sincerely, 

 

Today's Students Coalition 

New America Higher Education Policy 
Program 

The Hope Center for Student Basic Needs 

Alray Scholars Program 

American Association of University Women 

Ascend at the Aspen Institute 

Association of Community College Trustees 

Associated Students Inc., California State 
University Dominguez Hills Child 
Development Center 

Bruin Parenting Students 

Bunker Hills Community College 

California Community College Early 
Childhood Educators 

Campaign for College Opportunity 

Campus Compact 

Capital Area College Access Network 

Center for Law and Social Policy 

Clearinghouse on Women's Issues 

Coalition on Human Needs 

College Career Advocates 

College Unbound 

Council for Adult and Experiential Learning 

Cultivating Literacy 

DCC Cares 

Detroit Parent Network 

Early Edge California 

Education Design Lab 

Education Trust 

Feminist Majority Foundation 

First Focus Campaign for Children 

FirstGen Forward 

Generation Hope 

Grow Developing Childcare Professionals 
Inc. 

Head Start East 

Healthy Teen Network 

Hildreth Institute 

Igniting Change Through Compassion 

InsideTrack 

Institute for Higher Education Policy 

Institute for Women's Policy Research 

LeadMN 

Maddy Day LLC & Associates 

Maryland Hunger Solutions 

Michigan State University Student Parent 
Resource Center 

Micronesian Islander Community 

Mount Mary University 

Mount Wachusett Community College: 
Child Watch Service 

NASPA - Student Affairs Administrators in 
Higher Education 

National Association for College Admission 
Counseling 

National College Attainment Network 

National Women's Law Center 



New Mexico Basic Needs Consortium 

North Dakota Student Association 

One Family, Inc. 

PERG Learning 

Raise the Barr 

Regents of the University of California 
Riverside Center for Early Childhood 
Education 

SchoolHouse Connection 

Student Parent HELP Center, University of 
Minnesota 

Student Senate of California Community 
Colleges 

Student Veterans of America 

Students United 

Swipe out Hunger 

Teamer Strategy Group 

The Institute for College Access and 
Success 

The JED Foundation 

Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors 

Trellis Strategies 

UAspire 

UPCEA 

United Way of King County 

University of California Irvine Basic Needs 
Center 

UIC CCAMPIS/Little Sparks Program 

University of California Student Association 

University of Hawaii at Manoa Children's 
Center 

Washington State Postsecondary Basic 
Needs Coalition 

Washington Student Achievement Council 

Washington Student Association 

Wishful Doing 

Women Employed 

Woodward Hines Education Foundation 

Young Invincibles 

 

Individuals 

Adriana Acosta Galdamez 

Stephanie Aguilar 

Marlina Ahkui-Savea 

Marisa Ahumada 

Andrea Andujo 

Tony Ayala 

Davina Bailey 

Sydney Barnes 

Dania Barrera 

Brittany Beiler 

Amanda Beld 

Pamela Blanco 

Christopher Bolosan 

Michelle Brennan 

Karri Bruce 

Vanessa Camberos 

Kendra Candor 

Joseph Caniglia 

Keting Chen 

Dr. Tina Cheuk 

Alex Chung 

David Clark 



Alec Colchico 

Missy Cooper 

Brett Copeland 

Alma Cortez 

Ana Isabel Contreras 

Brett Copeland 

Nancy Cortez 

Stephanie Crittenden 

Robert Cunningham 

Rezonn Dahlin-Klein 

Amber Davenport 

Jessica Deh 

Shanita Derrick 

Martha Diaz 

Leslie Dolan 

Jasmin Escalante 

Gloria Estrada 

Monique Estrada 

Carol Fendt 

Janet Fish 

Shazia Flores 

Alyssa Gallardo 

Lucia Galvan 

Diana Galvez 

Stephanie Garcia 

Rosa Varela Garcia 

Ofelia Godina 

Jeanna Gonzalez 

Jennifer Gonzalez 

James Goodrich 

Ariana Gonzalez 

Kasshay Gray 

Susann Guerrero 

Jacob Hansen 

La Tanya Hardy 

Schinal Harrington 

Alexter Hernandez 

Sheyla Hernandez 

Azael Herrarte 

Ralph Hogan 

Angelique Howard 

Linda Hudson 

Lindsy Hughes-Curtis 

Arga Imawan 

Virginia Inzunza 

Erika Jimenez 

Stephanie Johnson 

Hyeungok Kang 

Rahul Khanke 

Katarina Knighton 

Anne-Marie Krumrei 

Ernest Plange Kwofie 

Kim Kull 

Alaa Lahawani 

Dima Lahawani 

Kelly Lake 

Jose Lara 

Vickie LeFlore 

Leanne Lenz 

Justice Leyva 



Ingrid Lofgren 

Desiree Lopez 

Andrea Lozano 

Danielle Lutman 

Maria Macko 

Natalie Magana-Zamora 

Laurie Magulac 

Darlene Maldonado 

Izabella Malkowski 

Rafi Manjikian 

Britny Mansi 

Absol Manzanarez 

Imani Mccurine 

Kimberly McDonald 

Hope Medina 

Aliyah Mendez 

Gisela Mendez 

Jillian Mensah 

Valinda Sanchez-Miller 

Magaly Mleczko 

Juliana Mora 

Florisel Montes 

Heather Moon 

Courtney Moore 

Marissa Morales 

Vanessa Morales 

Erick Morales 

Spencer Moser 

Matthew Mouw 

Gabriel Navarro 

Melissa Nelson 

Melissa Norris 

Ewa Obatuase 

Amaalah Ogburn 

Adrian Olivares 

Lauren Olivas 

Tara O'Malley 

Ishia Orozco-Barajas 

Astrid Ortega 

Chelsea Ortiz 

Mary Parizek 

Karina Phillips 

Divina Portillo 

Okiki Quadri 

Ana Ramirez 

Rhiannon Ramkisson 

Sage Reeves 

Jose Ramirez Reyes 

Daisy Reyes 

Ann Reynolds 

Amarilis Rivas 

Joanne Rivera 

Viviana Rivera 

Andy Roszak 

Virgina Roundy 

Brenda Ruan 

Limbu Rupa 

Melissa Saldana 

Celeste Salinas 

Ecila Scaife 



Kristin Schulz 

Valerie Shepard 

Kelly Smith 

AnnaMaria Solis 

Stevie St. Onge 

Lucy Jeanette Sunga 

Dr. Ariel Sylvester 

Jocelyn Tabares 

Boatemaa Tawiah-Sarpong 

Dameika Thomas 

Destiny Thomas 

Marisabel Tiscareno 

Nephgtwis Toro 

Simon Tran 

Mariana Olivo Urbina 

Carmen Uribe 

Jasmin Valentin 

Michelle Vancour 

Amy van Schagen 

Ayleen Vazquez 

Karina Ventura 

Yarele Vargas 

Ayleen Velazquez 

Dania Velazquez 

Karina Ventura 

Nate Vidales 

Michael Whelpley 

Amanda Wilcox-Herzog 

Samantha Williams 

Kimberly Wortman 

Adrianna Ybarra 

Melinda Young 

Benedetto Youssef 

Crystal Zelinske 

Katherine Zinsser 

 


