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COLLEGE STUDENTS ARE FOOD INSECURE
Today’s college students seek upward mobility through

higher education. Many are financially independent, have

dependents, and 31% of students face food insecurity. 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS 
ARE BURDENSOME
Even if students would otherwise qualify for SNAP benefits

based on all the other criteria, those attending class more

than half time are ineligible to receive SNAP unless they

meet a complicated set of exemptions.

SIMPLIFY SNAP ACCESS FOR LOW-INCOME COLLEGE
STUDENTS
Updating the exemptions and streamlining the process would

help today’s students complete their credentials. An educated

workforce is a competitive workforce. Congress needs to

ensure that the most in-need students can access SNAP. 

COLLEGE STUDENTS
eligible for SNAP

18%

GENERAL POPULATION
eligible for SNAP

Not recieving
SNAP

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/northwest/pdf/addressing-basic-needs.pdf#:~:text=College%20students%E2%80%99%20basic%20needs%20may%20include%20food%2C%20housing%2C,well%20as%20their%20college%20.%20persistence%20and%20completion.
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C F R  2 7 3 . 5  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l )

If students who would otherwise meet the income requirements

attend college half-time or more, they are ineligible for SNAP

unless they meet one of these exemptions.

D O  Y O U  M E E T  I N C O M E ,  S A V I N G S ,  I M M I G R A T I O N ,
A N D  O T H E R  B A S I C  S N A P  R E Q U I R E M E N T S ?

DO YOU MEET ANY ONE OR
MORE OF THE FOLLOWING?

*Work requirements  for  able-bodied adults  without  dependents


