The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader

U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy
Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Minority Leader

U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20510

June 17, 2020
Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McCarthy, Leader McConnell, and Leader Schumer:

When college campuses closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, students lost more than
access to lecture halls and student unions; they lost stable housing, reliable sources of food,
and connectivity to the internet for their learning. Our 60 organizations write together today to
urge you to support the technology needs of today’s students in college in response to the
ongoing national health crisis and in light of the continuing uncertain landscape for colleges and
universities in the fall semester.

Access to technology is crucial for today’s college students—96 percent of students report using
the internet for school work', but a study by Microsoft in 2019 indicated that over 160 million
American households don’t have broadband internet®. Lack of broadband disproportionately
affects low-income communities, rural populations, and tribal nations®. Because today’s
students who relied on their college campuses for access to Wi-Fi and have now lost access to
campus and other institutions such as libraries or coffee shops where they may have had
internet connection, they are now facing new and overwhelming challenges to their learning.
These challenges may cause students to lag behind in their coursework, drop out for the
semester, or choose to not return in future semesters.

The Supporting Connectivity for Higher Education Students in Need Act, which would provide
college and university students with much needed internet connectivity support to continue their
education during this crisis, would address these needs. Specifically, the bill establishes a fund
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at the National Telecommunications and Information Administration to provide support for
postsecondary institutions to provide internet connectivity and equipment for students with the
greatest financial need.

Supporting today’s college students by providing access to resources that are critical for their
learning—including broadband—is paramount during and in the aftermath of the COVID-19
crisis. We urge you to support today’s students by including the Supporting Connectivity for
Higher Education Students in Need Act in the next relief package and look forward to any
opportunity to work together on this important issue.

Sincerely,
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